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MRVC and the Murchison Region Vermin Cell

The Murchison Regional Vermin Council (MRVC) is a statutory organisation which
operates under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1995. Member councils
are the Shires of Sandstone, Mount Magnet, Yalgoo and Cue. Each member
Council nominates two delegates to serve on the MRVC and delegates elect from
amongst themselves the Chairperson. Whilst not a member, the Shire of
Meekatharra makes an annual financial contribution to the operation of the MRVC.

The MRVC was established in 1963 for the purpose of rehabilitation and
maintenance of the No. 1 Vermin Fence and No. 2 Vermin Fence.

The total length of vermin fencing managed by the MRVC is 1,007 km. As shown
on the Murchison Region Vermin Cell map below (page 3) there are four main
vermin fence components:

e No 1 Vermin Fence - 80 mile peg to Gum Creek (the northern/eastern corner
of Hillview Station). This section is 391 Km in length and maintained to a dog
proof standard. Prior to 2013 approximately 33% of the most deteriorated
sections of this fence were replaced with new dog proof fencing.

e No 1 Vermin Fence — Gum Creek north for approximately 168 km to a location
20 km north of the Wiluna/Meekatharra Road. This section is maintained to a
cattle proof standard.

e No 2 Vermin Fence — Gum Creek west to the northwest corner of Beebyn
Station. This section is 163 km in length and was completely replaced with
new dog proof fencing in the period 2014 and 2016. This section is maintained
to a dog proof standard.

e No 2 Vermin Fence - 285 km extension from Beebyn Station to the State
Barrier Fence. This extension was completed in 2022 at a cost of some
$4.2M, utilizing funds from all levels of government and resulting in the
creation of the Murchison Region Vermin Cell. This section is maintained to a
dog proof standard. The photo below is of one of the more challenging parts
of this section of the vermin cell fence.

Meka Station — Sanford River April 2022
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Murchison Region Vermin Cell Map
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The Murchison Region Vermin Cell encloses 55 pastoral leases. The purpose of the
Vermin Cell is to provide an opportunity for pastoralists to once again produce small
stock, such as sheep and goats, in an area free from wild dogs entering.

MRVC member council delegates as of 30 June 2024 are:

Chairman Cr Jason Homewood Shire of Mount Magnet
Deputy Chairman CrlLesPrice Shire of Cue
Delegates Crlan Dennis_ Shire of Cue
Cr Carol Hodshon Shire of Sandstone
Cr David Lefroy Shire of Sandstone
CrlanBlack Shire of Mount Magnet
Cr Stan Willock Shire of Yalgoo
Cr Tamisha Hodder Shire of Yalgoo

MRVC Finances

Now that the Murchison Region Vermin Cell has been completed the MRVC'’s core
function is maintenance of the Cell fencing, to a wild dog proof standard and
maintenance of the section of fencing north of Gum Creek, to a cattle proof
standard.

Member Councils, on behalf of their communities, contribute annual precepts to
enable the MRVC to perform this maintenance function. For the financial year
2024/2025 council contributions are as follows:

Shires of Cue, Mount Magnet and Yalgoo $44,257 each

Shire of Sandstone $14,752

Whilst not a member, the Shire of Meekatharra has agreed to contribute $23,983 in
2024/2025 to support the maintenance of the Vermin Cell.

The council’'s 2024/2025 operating budget, as approved at the Ordinary Meeting on
14 August 2024, is breakeven after having allocated $25,000 to the Vermin Fence
Reserve Fund. This fund has been established to give the MRVC the financial
resources necessary to reinstate the fence in the event of significant flooding or fire.

Pastoralists with properties with the vermin fence as a boundary pay fence rentals

at a rate per kilometer depending on whether they are inside or outside the Cell.
Total fence rental contributions in 2024/2025 are expected to be $8,413.
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Maintenance of Murchison Region Vermin Cell Fencing.

With refence to the map on page 3, the State Barrier Fence in the south is
maintained by the Department of Primary Industries. The No 1 and No 2 Vermin
Fences, totaling some 839km, are the responsibility of the MRVC.

In August 2022 Council awarded a three-year contract for the maintenance, to a dog
proof standard, of the No 1 and No 2 Vermin Fences. The contract involved the
contractor carrying out a maintenance run on a quarterly basis, for a minimum of 5
days each, on the No 1 Vermin Fence south of Gum Creek and the No 2 Vermin
Fence. In addition, there is a requirement to maintain the No 1 Vermin Fence north
of Gum Creek on an annual basis, with a duration of 5 days.

This arrangement is working well and has been supplemented by the recent
replacement of some 42.5km of the No 1 Vermin Fence in the northeast corner of the
Vermin Cell. This financial year of further six kilometers of the No 1 Vermin Fence
will be replaced on the eastern boundary of the Karroun Hill Nature Reserve

Return to Small Stock Production

The financial support from all levels of government for the Vermin Cell demonstrates
confidence that once again the production of small stock in the pastoral areas can be
a viable activity. This support, particularly from the Shires, recognizes the
importance of the pastoral industry to regional communities by bringing in income
and employing people.

It is now up to the pastoral industry to take advantage of the opportunity that
construction of the Murchison Region Vermin Cell presents and pull out all stops to
reduce wild dog numbers within the Vermin Cell. This will involve working with
industry bodies such Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association and lobbying
government for additional resources such as doggers and baiting programs.

For further enquires, please contact the MRVC CEO Geoff Brooks.
Contact details for Geoff are:

Email: gpbrooks2000@yahoo.com.au
Phone: 0499 343 828
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